
A Pastoral Letter 

from the Conference IMinisters 


Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

We, the conference ministers of the United Church of Christ, joyfully anticipate 
and celebrate the signs of new covenant and promise that are bursting forth all 
around us. At the same time, we are mindful of continuing brokenness within the 
body of Christ. We recall Christ's broken body and shed blood - signs and seal 
of a new covenant for God's people. 

We give thanks to God for the signs of resurrection and new life that abound 
within our Church; we grieve and lament the continuing pain and suffering we 
see as well. 

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ towards God. 5 ~ o t  that we 
are competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our 
competence is from God, %who has made us competent to be ministers o f  a 
new covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life. (2 Corinthians 3:4-6 NRSV) 

As "ministers of a new covenant," we write to invite you to "rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep" (Romans 12:15 NRSV). May this be a 
time for us to rejoice and weep as one people, united by God -one people of 
one God with one mission. Born of four historic denominations, we have grown 
to include numerous diverse expressions of Christ's body. We celebrate and 
affirm both our unity and our diversity as gifts of God. 

In our most recent history we have been buoyed by signs of rebirth and hope, 
but distressed by discord and division experienced in some parts of Christ's 
body. 

Q We celebrate the growth and excitement in our church that has been 
generated by the Stillspeaking Initiative; we grieve that some in our midst have 
used the initiative to promote tension and division rather than rebirth and joy. 

G We celebrate those many congregations who give generously to build up the 
mission of God through support for Our Church's Wider Mission; we are 
dismayed at those who ellcourage churches to withhold support in order to 
discredit and diminish the United Church of Christ. 

Q We celebrate the covenantal partnerships between local churches, clergy 
and conferences that engage in a mutual effort to discern God's call through 
Search and Call; we grieve when others in our midst encourage United Church 
of Christ churches and clergy to circumvent this covenantal system. Sonie have 
gone so far as to create the Pastoral Referral Network in violation of our 
church's Constitution and Bylaws. 



This network has been designed to inl'luence Search Committees to seek a pastor, 
often from beyond the United Church of Christ, with a particular ideological bent. 
Often these pastors come with an understanding of faith and ministry that is hostile 
to the traditions and understandings of the United Church of Christ. Some have a 
clear agenda to take churches out of the denomination. 

8 We celebrate the many congregations who are seeking to become part of the 
United Church of Christ and .those who engage in self-reflection and exploration of 
our mutual covenant with denominational leaders; we grieve when persons and 
groups actively disseminate materials and provide consultation designed to alienate 
congregations from covenantal partners and actively coach congregations to break 
covenant and withdraw from the denomination. 

8 We celebrate those who see times of transition, turmoil and uncertainty as 
opportur~ities to give and provide mutual strength and support through mutual 
discernment of God's will; we grieve when others take advantage of these moments 
to foment discord and plant seeds of doubt about the United Church of Christ. 

8 We who have been called to serve you as conference ministers of the United 
Church of Christ invite you to join with us in a mutual time of discernment. 

8 We pledge ourselves to be companions and partners with you for a season of 
discernment and action. We seek to join wi,th you in exploring our mutual role as 
"ministers of a new covenant." 

8 We pledge ourselves to walk with those congregations of the United Church of 
Christ who engage in study and discernment of the covenantal identity of our church. 
We invite all congregations to explore the meaning of covenant with us. We are 
grateful for the newly released Manual on Church (www.ucc.org/ministers) which 
promises to be a valuable resource for this effort. 

8 We pledge ourselves to walk with church councils, consistories, and governing 
bodies seeking to lead congregations toward a deeper knowledge and appreciation 
of our historic roots and traditions and a reaffirmation of our covenantal identity. 

8 We pledge ourselves to walk with pastors seekiqg to strengthen their own 
covenantal identity with the United Church of Christ and engagiqg in a niinistry that 
builds up rather than tears down the Body of Christ. As clergy ourselves, we 
celebrate both the privileges and the responsibilities of our own covenantal identity. 

8 We pledge ourselves to walk with Committees on the Ministry seeking to uphold 
the covenantal relationship between Local Churches, Ministers, Calling Bodies and 
the United Church of Christ. We remember that in accepting standing as an 
ordained, licensed or commissioned minister, we have vowed to uphold our 
covenantal relationships within the United Church of Christ. 

9 We pledge ourselves to be your partners in open, respectful conversation; to 
walk with you even when we are in disagreement about social or other issues; and 
to upliold that covenant which allows many different people to be united by Christ. 



9 We pledge ourselves to walk with United Church of Christ members and pastors 
01: local churches and also with conference and iiational leaders who are criticized 
and demeaned for their loyalty to the faith and traditions of the United Church of 
Christ. We offer our loving and grateful support for the pain they bear on behalf of us 
all. 

9 We pledge to walk with all settings of the United Church of Christ to develop 
resources and continue to explore the meaning of covenant. 

We pray God's blessing on you and your congregation and on all of us together in 
this season of discernment and covenant renewal. 

In love and faith, 

The Conference Ministers of the United Church of Christ 

February 18,2005 
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